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PREFACE. 


We present, in this little volume, an exhaustive 
index to the first ten volumes of Scribner's Monthly. 
It will add much to their value as works of reference, 
and transform them into a little library of fiction, 
travel, poetry, polemics, criticism, philosophy and 
practical science, of which every ttem may be easily 
Sound. 

The preparation of this index has brought under 
review many interesting facts connected with the 
production of the volumes which tt covers, that may 
possibly interest our readers as tt has interested our- 
selves. There are very few who imagine the cost, in 
labor and money, of works which they secure for a 
comparatively trifling sum. The Index itself will 
sufficiently reveal the immense amount of detail 
involved, but figures only can measure the magni- 
tudes of expense. We have paid for illustrations 
nearly one hundred thousand dollars; for literary 
contributions and editorial work, a very much larger 
sum. This statement will give some idea of what 
tt costs to prepare a single number of the magazine 
Sor the printer. Thousands of dollars must be ex- 
pended on each number before a word ts placed in 
type. After this, the expense depends largely upon 


the number printed. When we assure our readers 





that we paid more than $125,000 to the printers of 
these ten volumes, and but little less than a quarter 
of a million of dollars for paper, they will realize, 
first, that publishing a magazine ts no child's play, 
and, secondly, that they obtain the results of a vast 
outlay of money and labor for a very small consider- 
ation. 

We have printed in these volumes two thousand 
seven hundred and forty-five engravings, or a round 
average of 550 per annum, costing each more than 
the average sum of thirty-three dollars. One hun- 
dred and thirty-three stories, long and short, have 
also been printed in these volumes; and from these, 
and from essays and other material, have already been 
published fifteen books, while others are in course of 
preparation. It ts our intention to make the next 


ten volumes better than these. 


Scribner & Co. 
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